teacher) convert the people to the Unity; then through
Bisyan, the inhabitants, of which make an image in the form
of Joseph and worship it; then through cAsqalan, where the
savage king is turned from an intended attack on the caravan
by the sight of the boy's beauty; and then through cArish,
previous to entering which Joseph thinks in himself how all
the people will come and admire his beauty, and is much
surprised to find that the citizens, being themselves very
beautiful, pay no heed to him; he perceives that this is the
punishment of his pride, and humbles himself before God,
whereupon the people approach and pay their respects to
him. The caravan enters Egypt and halts on the bank of
the Nile. When Joseph bathes in the river to wash away
the dust of travel, a dragon comes up from the stream and
watches over him, scaring away would-be on-lookers and
only retiring when the boy has finished his toilet.

As the caravan comes into Egypt a celestial herald pro-
claims to the people the advent of the fairest of human
beings, in consequence of which all, rich and poor, high and
low, go forth to meet the travellers. At the request of the
chiefs of the people Malik allows Joseph to come out of his
litter and show himself to the crowd, who, enraptured by
his beauty, accompany the caravan to the capital of the
country. Here the people throng round Malik's house eager
for a glimpse of the wondrous beauty, and the merchant
reaps a rich harvest by admitting visitors to see the lad on
paying each a piece of gold. He, however, determines to
sell the boy, and so he prepares a splendid stage at one
end of a great square, and on this stage he erects a magni-
ficent throne on which Joseph is to sit during the transaction.
When the morning of the sale arrives the square is crowded
with the pavilions of the highest and richest of the Egyptian
nobles, all eager to look upon, even if they cannot acquire